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SUBJECT: STATUS OF THE MUHAYSHI AFFAIR 

1. SUMMARY: A MONTH AFTER THE EVENT, QADHAFI STILL HAS NOT 
PUBLICLY ADMITTED TO THE DEFECTION OF TWO RCC MEMBERS, AND 
HE APPEARS TO BE STILL IN THE PROCESS OF CONSOLIDATING HIS 
POSITION AFTER THE UNCOVERING OF THE CONSPIRACY AGAINST HIM. 
THE MOST PROMINENT CONSPIRATOR REMAINS AT LARGE IN TUNISIA 
AND IS PUTTING UP A BOLD FRONT, AND THE LIBYAN AMBASSADOR TO 
LONDON IS REFUSING QADHAFI'S ORDERS TO RETURN TO TRIPOLI. 

AN ARTICLE IN A LIBYAN-FINANCED BEIRUT MAGAZING WHICH GAVE 
DETAILS OF THE CONSPIRACY WAS SEIZED HERE. FULL-SCALE PRESS 
ATTACKS ON EGYPT HAVE NOT BEEN RESUMED, DESPITE THE OPENING 
THE SECOND SINAI AGREEMENT GIVES QADHAFI, INDICATING 
THAT HE IS STILL OPERATING UNDER SOME CONSTRAINT. END SUMMARY. 

2. THERE IS CONSIDERABLE EVIDENCE TO INDICATE THAT QADHAFI 
IS STILL IN THE PROCESS OF CONSOLIDATING HIS POSITION AFTER 
THE CONSPIRACY AGAINST HIM INVOLVING RCC MEMBER MUHAYSHI 
AND OTHER ARMY OFFICERS. A MONTH AFTER THE EVENT, THE REGIME 
HAS NOT ADMITTED TO MUHAYSHI'S DEFECTION. NOR HAS THE STATUS 
OF RCC MEMBER BASHIR HAWWADI BEEN CLARIFIED. WE HAVE HEARD 
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FROM A RELIABLE SOURCE THAT HAWWADI SUFFERED TWO SUPERFICIAL 
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GUNSHOT WOUNDS IN HIS SHOULDER AND LEG, APPARENTLY DURING 
HIS ARREST ON SUSPICION OF COMPLICITY IN THE CONSPIRACY ABOUT 
AUGUST 12. SINCE THEN HE HAS BEEN SEEN IN TRIPOLI, BUT HE 
HAS NOT ACTED IN HIS CAPACITY AS ASU CHAIRMAN. 

3. MORE IMPORTANTLY MUHAYSHI IS STILL IN TUNISIA AND APPEARS 
TO BE ACTING WITH REMARKABLE CONFIDENCE. IT IS WIDELY KNOWN 
IN TRIPOLI THAT MUHAYSHI HAS THREATENED TO REVEAL DOCUMENTS 
IN HIS POSSESSION INCRIMINATIONG THE REGIME, BUT HE STILL HAS 
NOT BEEN DENOUNCED. NOR HAVE ANY PUBLIC CHARGES BEEN BROUGHT 
AGAINST HIS FELLOW CONSPIRATORS. WHOSE ARRESTS ARE AN OPEN 
SECRET. IN ADDITION AS HAS BEEN REPORTED IN ANOTHER CHANNEL, 

THE LIBYAN AMBASSADOR TO LONDON, FORMER PRIME MINISTER 
MOHAMMED MOGHRABI, REFUSES TO OBEY QADHAFI’S ORDER THAT HE 
RETURN TO TRIPOLI (THREE SEPARATE ORDERS THE BRITISH EMBASSY 
HERE SAYS), AND LIKE MUHAYSHI SEEMS TO BE PUTTING UP A BOLD 
FRONT IN HIS DEALINGS WITH QADHAFI. THIS IS THE MORE STRIKING 
SINCE MOGHRABI HAD BEEN CLOSE TO QADHAFI IN THE PAST, AND 
ACCORDING TO A FOREIGN MINISTRY SOURCE HAD NOT BEEN 
REMOVED PSKTHE AUGUST AMBASSADORIAL RESHUFKLE BECAUSE OF HIS 
FRIENDSHIP WITH QADHAFI. 

4. THERE IS ALSO THE STRANGE AFFAIR OF BEIRUT AL-MASA. BY 
COINCIDENCE, AT THE SAME TIME QADHAFI MOVED AGAINST THE 
MUHAYSHI CONSPIRACY IN AUGUST, A JOURNALISHT NAMED AMIN AL-AWAR 
FROM THE LIBYAN-FINANCED BEIRUT WEEKLY MAGAZINE BEIRUT AL-MASA 
WAS IN LIBYA PREPARING A SPECIAL EDITION OF THE LIBYAN ARMY. 

LIKE A GOOD JOURNALIST, AL-AWAR TOOK ADVANTAGE OF HIS 
FORTUITOUS PRESENCE IN TRIPOLI TO CHECK OUT REPORTS OF A 
COUP ATTEMPT, AND IN THE PROCESS INTERVIEWED ARMY CHIEF OF 
STAFF YUNIS. AS PUBLISHED THE INTERVIEW IS VAGUE AND CONFUSING, 

AND APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN BADLY EDITED, BUT IT QUOTES LT. COLONEL 
YUNIS AS SAYING THAT MUHAYSHI HAS ALWAYS BEEN A SUSPICIOUS 
CHARACTER, AND THAT QADHAFI HAS BEEN KEEPING AN EYE ON HIM 
FOR SOME TIME. MUHAYSHI HAD TRIED TO SOW DISSENSION IN THE 
RCC BY TELLING PM JALLUD THAT QADHAFI TREATED HIM AS A MERE 
OFFICIAL. AND HAD TRIED THE SAME LINE WITH LT. COL. YUNIS. 

ALTHOUGH HE KNEW ABOUT THIS, QADHAFI HAD ALLOWED MUHAYSHI 
TO GO ON PLOTTING AND HAD TRIED TO BRING HIM TO HIS SENSES 
BY REASONING WITH HIM. MUHAYSHI NEVERTHELESS PERSISTED IN 
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TRYING TO RECRUIT OFFICERS AND STUDENTS FROM "HIS REGION" 

OF THE ARMED FORCES AND POINTED OUT THAT LIBYA WAS BUYING 
WEAPONS IT COULD NEVER USE, AND HAD SPREAD STORIES OF 
CORRUPTION IN HIGH PLACES. DURING ALL THIS TIME, AL-AWAR 
QUOTED LT. COL. YUNIS AS SAYING, MUHAYSHI HAD BEEN UNDER 
SURVEILLANCE. (YUNIS DOES NOT EXPLAIN HOW MUHAYSHI WAS ABLE 
TO FLEE TO TUNIS IF THIS WAS THE CASE.) 
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5. THE MOST SENSATIONAL PART OF WHAT AL-AWAR SAYS YUNIS TOLD 
HIM ABOUT MUHAYSHI CONCERNS MUHAYSHI’S TRIPS TO THE U.S. AND 
THE SOVIET UNION. MUHAYSHI HAD GONE TO THE U.S. WITHOUT 
QADHFAI'S PERMISSION (PRESUMABLY A REFERENCE TO A TRIP 
MUHAYSHI MADE TO WASHINGTON IN 1974) AND AN ATTEMPT HAD BEEN 
MADE BY EGYPTIAN FOREIGN MINISTER FAHMI TO SET UP A MEETING 
BETWEEN MUHAYSHI AND SECRETARY KISSINGER. WHEN MUHAYSHI WENT 
TO THE SOVIET UNION IN THE SPRING OF 1975 TO CONDUCT NEGOTIA- 
TIONS FOR A NUCLEAR REACTOR HE HAD BEEN DENIED ACCESS BY THE 
SOVIETS TO A CERTAIN SITE.FURIOUS, HE HAD ASKED THE LIBYAN 
EMBASSY TO PROTEST THIS, AND THE SOVIETS HAD REPLIED THAT 
MUHAYSHI COULD NOT BE TRUSTED BECAUSE WHILE IN WASHINGTON 

HE HAD BEEN IN CONTACT WITH A "CERTAIN BUREAU OF THE PENTAGON" 
WHICH WAS A CIA FRONT. 

6. WE HAVE NO REASON TO DOUBT THE ESSENCE OF AL-AWAR'S 
VERSION OF THE YUNIS INTERVIEW, ALTHOUGH HE MAY HAVE SOME 
DETAILS WRONG. THE FOREIGN MINISTRY, HOWEVER, HAS DENIED 
THAT YUNIS HAD GIVEN ANY INTERVIEW ABOUT A "COUP ATTEMPT". 

(IN FACT, AL-AWAR NEVER USED THAT TERM OR ATTRIBUTED IT TO 
YUNIS.) IN ANY EVENT, THE SPECIAL EDITION OF BEIRUT AL-MASA WAS 
CONFISCATED ON ARRIVAL HERE, AND POOR AL-AWAR, 

PUBLICLY ANNOUNCING THAT HIS HONOR AS A JOURNALIST HAD BEEN 
COMPROMISED BY THE MFA DENIAL AND SEIZURES, ANNOUNCED IN 
THE NEXT ISSUE THAT HE WAS CLOSING DOWN HIS MAGAZING, ALTHOUGH 
HE CLAIMED THAT ALTERNATIVE SOURCES OF FINANCING WERE AVAILALBE 
TO HIM. 

7. ANOTHER INDICATION THAT THE REGIME IS STILL JITTERY AFTER 
THE MUHAYSHI AFFAIR IS THE FACT THAT FULL-SCALE PRESS ATTACKS 
ON EGYPT STOPPED ON AUGUST 12, HAVE NOT BEEN RESUMED. IT IS 

MOST UNCHARACTERISTIC OF QADHAFI TO MISS THE GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY 
PRESENTED HIM BY THE SECOND SINAI AGREEMENT TO RAKE SADAT OVER 
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THE COALS, AND HIS FAILURE TO DO SO IS AN INDICATION THAT HE 
IS STILL OPERATING UNDER SOME CONSTRAINT. WE HAVE REPORTED 
ONE PLAUSIBLE EXPLANATION BEING CITED HERE FOR QADHAFI S 
RETICENCE, I.E. REPORTS THAT EGYPTIAN INTELLIGENCE TIPPED 
OFF QADHAFI TO MUHAYSHI’S ACTIVITIES THOURGH MILITARY INTELLI- 
GENCE CHIEF KHARRUBI, BUT IF THIS IS THE ONLY EXPLANATION, 

IT IS PUZZLING THAT QADHAFI'S GRATITUDE HAS NOT WORN OFF 
BY NOW. OBVIOUSLY HE IS STILL PREOCCUPIED WITH INTERNAL 
PROBLEMS, AND HE MAY FEEL HE IS STILL NOT IN A 
TRONG ENOUGH 

POSITION TO TAKE ON THE EGYPTIANS. 

STEIN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY PERSONNEL, GOVERNMENT OVERTHROW, ASSASSINATION, DEFECTION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 16 SEP 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GarlanWA 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975TRIPOL01053 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: X2 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750320-0935 
From: TRIPOLI 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750945/aaaabnuv.tel 

Line Count: 166 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GarlanWA 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 25 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <25 JUN 2003 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <26 JUN 2003 by GarlanWA> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: STATUS OF THE MUHAYSHI AFFAIR 
TAGS: PINS, LY, (QADHAFI, MU'AMMAR), (MUHAYSHI) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



